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Our response to TV3’s Campbell Live, 7.00pm, Monday 02 November 2009

Our industry is always investigating the best welfare options and outcomes for the farming
of our pigs.

This year as part of the industry’s commitment to continuously improving welfare of pigs,
and in response to consumer concern around farming styles used in New Zealand, our
industry committed to an independent annual welfare audit programme - ‘Pig Care’.

From December 2009 the audit scheme will be compulsory on all commercial pig farms and
will focus on assessing pigs and their welfare, including the style of farming and specific
details within the welfare code - ultimately providing assurance to New Zealanders that our
pig farmers are “good people” with a genuine interest in animals, actively committed to the
health and welfare of their pigs. The RNZSPCA has been involved in the development of this
audit process.

In addition, most commercial farms have a regular veterinary visiting programme - the
veterinarians are bound by an ethical standard to remedy pig health and welfare issues and
in cases that breach the Act, to report them to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
(MAF).

Regarding the pig welfare code, it is currently being reviewed by the National Animal Welfare
Advisory Committee (NAWAC) which is an independent body set up to develop codes and
advise the Minister of Agriculture. That Committee comprises a combination of experts with
welfare skills, veterinarians, and other people with relevant skills.

THE BIG QUESTIONS

Can all pigs be free range farmed?

Pigs are uniquely different animals to sheep and cattle, and require different husbandry
practices. In the wild pigs live in thick bush, and build nests to shelter from the hot weather
in summer, and the cold in winter. New Zealand’s paddocks don’t offer that thick bush, so
we provide shelter to keep them warm in winter and cool in summer, so they can thrive in
the best conditions the farmer can provide.

Why aren’t pigs farmed like sheep and cows?

Sheep and cows can live outside in the sun, wind and rain because they have either a thick
leather hide, or a warm wool coat. In the case of sheep, they are shorn in summer to cool
them with the wool growing back in time for winter temperatures.

Pigs have only a light coat of coarse hair over their bodies. Unfortunately this is not enough
to keep them warm in winter or cool in summer, nor does it protect them from the harsh
New Zealand sunlight. Pigs are very susceptible to sunburn.

Often the best way to provide the best environment for a pig is to provide them housing. In
New Zealand half our sows are outside in a paddock, but all of them have some form of
shelter. If outside, where the soil is suitable, often a shade cloth or wallowing hole is used to
help the pig keep cool.
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Pigs have sensitive feet (hooves) and need free draining soil to thrive. Where the soil is
wetter and boggier pigs are farmed indoors to avoid any potential welfare issues from being
outside, such as foot rot.

Pigs are monogastric - that means they only have one stomach so their gastric systems are
very similar to us. This means pigs need a much more balanced diet to thrive - a mixture of
protein and carbohydrate - unlike sheep and cows that can live only on grass in paddocks
and thrive.

Cows, deer and sheep, have four stomachs and are called ruminants. Horses and rabbits
have only one stomach but they have an active caecum in which fermentation occurs so that
is why they can eat grass and hay.

Monogastrics like pigs cannot metabolise cellulose, as in grass and hay, so must eat foods
that have no cellulose.

Pigs are also omnivores which mean that they eat a wide range of plants and food made
from protein. Farmers feed pigs on grains such as corn, wheat, oats or barley; they are also
fed greens and some vitamins and minerals to get a balanced diet. So farmers spend a lot of
time trying to get the best quality food with the right balance for their pigs to be happy with
their food.

Do | eat pork from stalls/crates/cages?

The pork you eat is never housed in a stall/crate/cage. Pork or bacon you eat is grown in
groups in different types of shelter so they can receive as much food and water as they need
to grow. These pigs are called porkers or bacon pigs.

What are sow stalls and why are they used?

A sow stall is an individual enclosure that allows a farmer to provide individual care to the
sow for up to 4 weeks during the early stages of pregnancy. During the first 4 weeks of
pregnancy research has shown the hormone levels in a sow reach their peak, and sows can
become very aggressive towards each other, which includes fighting over food, dominance,
or because of general scratchiness. A sow stall protects a sow from other sows, and means a
sow can be individually fed, watered, and cared for by farmers.

Once the sows hormones have returned to a normal level (at the end of 4 weeks or before)
the sows are moved back into groups where they can walk around, and have access to feed
and water at their leisure.

What are farrowing crates and why are they used?

The farrowing crate protects piglets after the act of giving birth (i.e. farrowing) as it prevents
the sow from squashing her piglets. A sow will have between 10 and 12 piglets which weigh
around 1.5kgs when born, while the sow weighs around 90-150kgs at birth. The biggest
danger for a piglet is being smothered at birth by its mother, understandable when she has
that many piglets. To avoid this happening a farrowing crate is used for the first 4 weeks,
allowing the piglet to gain weight and become strong.

A farrowing crate also helps the sow before and after birthing by allowing her to be given
individual food, water, and care. The sow and her piglets also have different temperature
needs - the sow likes a cooler temperature to help her milk flow, while the piglets need
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warmer temperatures following their birth. Farmers provide heat lamps and a small shelter
for the piglets to rest under as they grow.

Do all farmers use sow stalls?

Sow stalls are mainly used by farmers where groups of sows live together. Almost half of
New Zealand’s pig farmers raise sows outdoors, which is unique amongst other pig farming
styles around the world. For instance, in the UK they do not use sow stalls, but 90% of their
sows are still housed indoors.

Do pigs stay in stall/crates/cages their whole life?

None of the pork or bacon you eat is ever in an individual crate or cage. The sow is housed



